Student Senate Minutes
Gustavus Adolphus College
November 18, 2013

I. Attendance
a. ABSENT: Senators Grossheusch, Kemp, Patton and Finance Chair Montes-Osorio. 
II. Minutes 11/11/13
a. Friendly amendment to change to “Mental Health and Wellness Fair” in announcements. 
III. Community Comment
a. NA
IV. Old Business
a. Henrickson-Used the word investigation during a discussion regarding the Gustavus Greens’ budget.  Would like to clarify, there is not an investigation being carried out.  Misspoke, apologizes for the confusion and for upsetting anyone. 
V. New Business
a. North Hall Security Cameras
i. Campus safety and Res life partnered together, due to a severe influx in complex, has installed cameras.  There has been some contestation among residents.
ii. Siatta-Have they been installed yet?
1. Timmons- Were installed, and then vandalized/removed by residents.  Have been reinstalled.
2. Siatta- Assumption that there are more cameras than meet the eye?
a. Cabrera- Right now we will be discussing the security cameras in North Hall. (That we can verify the existence of).
b. VanHecke- There are cameras all across campus.
c. Siatta- Expresses displeasure of increased surveillance.  Strongly against it.  Were these implemented without the approval from students, or was it brought through by the administration?
i. Cabrera- Campus Safety and Residential Life handled it.
1. VanHecke- There were very disconcerting incidents of vandalism in North Hall.  Emails were sent to residents asking them to stop and encourage others to stop.  Behaviors didn’t stop, so Res life, Campus Safety, and the Dean of Students office decided that the incidents were severe enough that cameras were necessary. 
a. Siatta-Will there be more cameras installed in res halls?
i. VanHecke- No
ii. Thayer- Are the cameras temporary or permanent?
1. Likely temporary.  The specific incident has stopped.  The ultimate decision is pending upon future actions by students.  There should not be a crazy movement to install cameras in res halls.
2. Thayer- More comfortable with this answer, but still,  having one camera is discomforting.  Concerns of cameras with students walking to bathrooms in towels.  Had a conversation with Ray Thrower a couple of years back, and he noted that cameras would not be placed in these settings .  Difficult subject at hand, but there is a need for discussion.  Option for students to move away from cameras for added privacy?  Feels that this should be allowed.  A lot of students don’t feel safer with these cameras, but rather that their privacy is being invaded. 
3. Thayer-Moves to charge the co-presidents to have a conversation with Dean of Students, Residential Life, and Campus Safety regarding security cameras in residential halls and future policy changes in regards to cameras.  
a. Vote
i. Motion passes
4. Thrash-What can this body do about the cameras other than the charge that has already gone out?
a. Thayer- Senate could form a resolution aimed towards the administration regarding the dissent of the student body as a whole.  
5. Hare-Has only been aware of one security camera.  The possibility that there could be more and that we can’t discuss them is disconcerting.  Is anyone aware of other cameras?
6. Roland- (As a resident of North Hall and as someone who has had personal items vandalized). Has been working to stop people form vandalizing in the hall.  Feels that the cameras are a step too far in invading the privacy of students.
7. Birkey- Notes that this is an isolated event.  But, this is campus property.  If this is preventing vandalism then it is doing its job.  Eventually the cameras will be removed.
8. Rasmussen-The original email about taking measures to put cameras up was sent out awhile back.  Does administration feel that they need to tell students about cameras?
a. VanHecke-Felt that it was important to let students know what was happening.  Want to tell people about the camera, so as to dissuade people to from engaging in the acts the cameras were implemented to prevent.
b. -Doesn’t have a strong sense of how many cameras are on campus.
c. Burggraf-Understands the purpose of the cameras, but feels uncomfortable with the fact that any student worker from campus safety could look at the footage.
d. Siatta-If the camera sees any potential illegal activity (for ex, under aged students with alcohol), could they pursue the event?  Or is that off limits?
i. Rasmussen- So do you mean, will they be actively watching the camera, or just be using it for the purpose for which it was installed?
ii. VanHecke- The sole purpose of the camera was to examine the vandalism issues at hand.
iii. Siatta-It was mentioned that if the actions stop, the cameras will be removed.  Is this definite?
iv. VanHecke-Cannot give a definitive answer.
e. Richardson- There are cameras all across the campus.  Many campuses have cameras in res halls, these are there often for safety.  This conversation seems a bit ridiculous.
f. Roland- Most the residents this affects understand the reasoning behind this, they just prefer privacy over all else.  The camera brand also sees into rooms (with it’s angle is wide enough to…).  Is campus safety still looking into more permanent cameras?
i. VanHecke- Cannot answer
g. Nigro-We’re talking in circles.  Moves to end debate
i. Seconded
ii. Vote
iii. Passes

b. Committee Updates
i. Technology
1. Jenson- Microphone has been ordered.  –Audio of all of the meetings now available online. –Have looked into an online suggestion box for the blog, but it has been a challenge with the sites host/format. –Would like to try to make this blog more visible and usable for students. 
ii. Health and Housing.
1. Barr- Meal plan ideas brought to the Kitchen Cabinet.  –Planning on talking about AEDs and hydration stations at next committee meeting.
iii. Diversity
1. Richardson-Speaking with admissions. –Gender-neutral housing.  –Looking into interfaith space. 
-Poster campaign.
iv. PR
1. Larson
a. Turn in money for apparel! –Signs being made for office hours.  
v. Student and Academic Affairs
1. Roland
a. Looked into lockers for library.  Had been tried in the past, but there are concerns about people leaving food in them.  Perhaps may put lockers in other places on campus. –Met with registrar about transfers/Jterms.  May advertise on an individual basis to appeal for better registration number.  
–Sustainability package.  Spoke with physics professor.  May have an option to work with a local energy company to install turbine across the river in LaSueur. (So to avoid the restrictions regarding the placements of wind turbines in St Peter/the county). 
vi. Finance
1. Best- Looking at bylaws.  Examining retroactive funding. 
vii. Ethics
1. Henrickson
a. Going through bylaws and constitution to see if there are any concerns. 
viii. Admin Director
1. Faculty reports!  They are due next week! 
ix. Courtyard Café 
1. Nigro
a. Meet to talk about fabrics/chairs!
x. Discussion
1. Rasmussen- Will the Schitter chatter be happening this semester?
a. Yes, it’s in the works.
xi. Burggraf- Would prefer an across the board policy change regarding jterms.  –Would also like the Diversity Committee to reach out to the Secular Student Alliance. 
xii. Hare- To Student and Academic Affairs: - Saw at Luther that there are senior cubbies in the library.  Not locked. The system seemed to work really well!  
c. Financial Transparency Forum
i. Timmons- This Thursday, 6-7 in Beck 301.  Ken Westphal will be there talking about finances.  Very excited to be giving as much info as possible to the student body.
ii. Cabrera-Encourages everyone to send the co-presidents with questions to pose at the forum.
iii. Discussion
1. Thayer- Last year there was a power point.  Could reps get a copy to forward to constituents who can’t attend the meeting?
2. Larson-A campus wide email to students reminding them of the event would be helpful.
VI. Announcements 
a. Thrash- prelaw has a couple things going on this week.  William and Mitchell on campus 7-8 on Thursday, and then Hamline.
b. Jenson- Thursday 6-8, math education career event in Olin. A panel of four alumni will be there.  
c. Larson- Pay for your clothing!
d. Timmons-Please invite your constituents to the facebook event for the finance transparency forum!  Get your questions to Matt and Dani.  – email presidentssearch@gac.edu with feedback on the presidential search.  –Talk to Matt and Dani if there is anything you want addressed in their meeting with Ohle.
e. Richardson- Transgender Day of Remembrance is this Wed in the chapel at 7pm.  –DEEP, only 11 spots left.  Deposits due.  Dems holding an event with Rep Steve Simon (running for Secretary of State) 5:30-6:30 Tuesday Nov 19th in the Courtyard Café.  -WAC hosting a Who Needs Feminism Launch party on Tuesday November 3rd at 7pm in the Courtyard Café. 
f. Hare- Homelessness benefit this Thursday evening (7pm) in Alumni.
g. Afreh- Building Bridges is hosting an event “Talking Sh*t” tomorrow!  Talks about environmental issues/waste disposal. 7pm in alumni.
h. Schwichtenberg- Cam and Jessie performing in the courtyard café Thursday at 7pm!
i. Thayer- Rock for Tots Dec 14th.  –Tickets can be bought from any Eppie (will be cheaper pre-event).  $10.  
j. Cabrera- Fri IAWA will be holding a workshop performance about race in the Beck atrium @ 7pm. –Financial transparency forum this Thursday. 
k. Birkey- Sat at 1pm in Bjorling there will be a Vasa concert.
l. Timmons- CinCC is coming up soon!  Get tickets soon! E Pi Awareness, Dec 4th. 
m. Henrickson- There are a lot of people who owe money to the PR chair.  Please turn your money in. 
VII. Meeting adjourned at 7:51pm 
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